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Rationale 
Formative assessment refers to a wide range of methods teaching staff implement in order to 
evaluate student comprehension, learning needs, and academic progress during a lesson so 
that they can increase attainment and build confidence.  Judgements made about this should 
be based on evidence from a broad range of sources, and by reference to a learner’s progress 
over time, across a range of activities (Scottish Government, 2008). There are many ways 
that learning can be evaluated however “show-me” boards are a quick and very simple way to 
find out if children have grasped a concept, or if they require additional support. It also means 
that every child has to make an effort to work out the answer and, if the answer is incorrect, 
can ‘quickly bridge the gap between what they know and what they need to know’ (Arthur & 
Cremin, 2010). 
 
Aims 
Within the Reflective Account the principal objective is to determine the impact that using 
show-me boards as a teaching and learning tool has in the classroom in terms of learning, 
confidence and motivation .  
 
Methodology 
Fourteen Primary One children (five year olds) were observed over a three week period. 
Once per week within numeracy lessons the pupils were given “show-me boards to use. The 
pupils were observed to determine if using the boards within lessons had any effect on 
performance, self-confidence and motivation. Exit passes were used after each lesson to gain 
an insight into how the children thought the lesson had gone and how confident they felt 
afterwards. A large smiling face and a sad face were both stuck to the door of the classroom 
and children were giving a sticker with their name on it. At the end of the lesson children 
were asked to stick their name on the face which best represented how they felt about the 
lesson. This gave them an opportunity to reflect on their learning for that session. In 
conjunction with the exit passes, children were also interviewed about the choices they had 
made on the exit pass. Every week the children were taught another lesson within the same 
numeracy programme. However, on these occasions the pupils did not have “show-me” 
boards to support their learning. Children were again given the opportunity to assess their 
own level of self-confidence and observations made of their engagement with the lessons At 
the beginning then at the end of the enquiry a questionnaire was distributed to pupils to 
establish the difference they felt between answering questions aloud or written and answering 
questions using “show-me” boards. The questionnaire was then distributed to children as the 
enquiry came to an end to find out if the mind-set of the children had changed in any way.  
 
Findings 
Questionnaires: 
The responses to the questions within the questionnaire from the start of the enquiry did not 
differ whatsoever from the results taken at the end however it could be a possibility that 



children, at the age of only five, simply ticked the same boxes as they remembered their first 
answers from the first questionnaire. Both questionnaires suggested that many children in the 
class lack resilience when they struggle with a difficult concept. 67% of children surveyed 
agreed with the statement ‘when I am asked questions that I don’t know how to answer, I do 
not take part’. Also only 41% of children circled the relevant emoji which symbolised that 
they felt completely comfortable writing answers to questions, whilst 8% picked the emoji 
that represented the least confidence.  
 
Observations and Jotter Work: 
After assessing the children on their completed independent work following lessons using the 
boards I was able to observe that certain children reflected a solid understanding of odd/even 
numbers when asked to write answers on their boards but then struggled with tasks when 
asked to work independently. It seems that these children cope better with new concepts 
when the learning is facilitated and they have opportunities to self and peer assess. Appendix 
A shows the whiteboard of Pupil A when asked to write odd numbers in order (forwards and 
backwards). It is from the photograph that Pupil A managed this task without any real issues. 
However, Appendix B shows the workbook activity that the pupil then completed 
independently. It can be seen that Pupil A was less motivated to answer questions without a 
teacher facilitating the learning. During another lesson which wasn’t supported with “show-
me” boards another pupil was asked why he didn’t have the work completed after thirty 
minutes, replied that he found it too tricky and was scared to get it wrong.  
 
Exit Passes 
The results of the exit passes carried out have been displayed in Table 1. This table clearly 
shows that after every lesson facilitated by use of “show-me” boards the children appeared to 
feel more confident and happier with their learning. Without the children being able to self-
assess and use this part of the lesson to engage properly in the taught concept, children 
seemed to have a more negative view of their challenge, enjoyment and success.  
 
Table 1 
 
Question: How do you feel about your learning today? 
 
Week 1 Lesson with “show-me” board Lesson without “show-me” board 
 Happy -  11       Sad - 3 Happy -  8       Sad - 5 
Week 2 Lesson with “show-me” board Lesson without “show-me” board 
 Happy -  10       Sad - 2 Happy -  8       Sad - 5 
Week 3 Lesson with “show-me” board Lesson without “show-me” board 
 Happy -  12       Sad - 2 Happy -   9      Sad - 5 
 
Conclusions 
Although the enquiry was carried out over three weeks only it is clear the benefits that 
“show-me” boards have in teaching and learning. Pupils thrived when their learning was 
facilitated by use of this method of self-assessment and showed a clear understanding of new 
concepts within the numeracy programme. However, it can be said, however, that certain 
pupils then struggled with confidence and motivation when working independently on their 
tasks.  



 
Implications for Future Practice 
Due to the success of this enquiry I plan to continue using “show-me” boards as a teaching 
tool within my practice in the years to come. I have come to realise that pupils learn in 
different ways and using a whiteboard to facilitate the children’s learning will be extremely 
beneficial for some students. I also realise that some children may be less motivated or have 
less confidence when working from jotters or workbooks, and so I plan to bridge this gap 
with a strategy that seems to be successful in maintaining enthusiasm and self-assurance in 
their own ability.  Learning and school is not a one-size fits all approach and I am keep to 
provide the most useful way of learning for all children. I, in turn, also benefitted from using 
the boards within my teaching. As a reflective practitioner I was able to pinpoint when the 
children needed further explanation of a concept, and when it was time to provide further 
challenge.  
The General Teaching Council Scotland (2016) states that professional enquiry improves 
learning and teaching experiences for pupils as teachers develop more depth in their 
understanding of learning and teaching and address any gaps for improvement in their 
practice. I feel that this enquiry has been successful and look forward to my pupils reaping 
the benefits.  
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