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Rationale  
There are various ways in which we can assess the progress of learners in our classrooms. For 
this enquiry, learner diaries were selected as the most appropriate means of gathering 
information and as a tool for planning the next steps for the learner. Learner diaries allow 
learners to discover where they are now in relation to where they want to be, and to determine 
how to do better next time (Stiggins, 2007, p. 2). With this in mind, the class which was 
selected was a particularly challenging S2 Art & Design class. Over the last few months, 
there has been a noticeable decline in the level of focus and retention of knowledge within the 
class. “Assessment of Children’s Progress” has also been a key driver of the National 
Improvement Framework therefore practitioners must be aware of what stage each learner in 
their classroom is at and incorporate this into planning to ensure that all children are reaching 
their full potential (Scottish Government, 2018). Learning journals are used as a ‘vehicle for 
reflection’ and differ from a log or a record as a learning diary should facilitate change and 
progress (J. Moon, 2003). There are various purposes of a learning journal but in this instance 
it is the idea of increasing ‘active involvement and ownership of learning’ which we are most 
interested in (J. Moon, 2003). 
 
 
Aims  
The aim of this enquiry was to observe what happens when learning diaries were introduced 
to an S2 Art & Design class of 17 pupils. A main aim of this enquiry was to motivate learners 
to complete tasks and encourage them to set their own goals and take ownership of their 
learning. In doing so, it is hoped that they would also begin to retain information on the given 
topic more efficiently.  
 
Methodology   
Before the class could begin to write a learning diary, they had to be trained in how to write a learning 
diary. The class were already aware of assessment methods such as ‘two stars and a wish’ however 
this appeared to be boring and repetitive for the class. A formula for the new learning diaries was 
written on the board for the first few entries until it became habitual and the pupils knew what was 
expected. For example, statements such as “I have used colour successfully today” and “I have 
struggled with adding colour” were given as suggestions to get them started. It was explained that 
each entry should include the date, what they have learned and what they aim to do in the next lesson. 
Over time, it became apparent that it was more useful to recap this formula at the start of the lesson so 
that they could think of the entry during their learning and not have to rush through it at the end. 



Every learner in the class completed a learner diary however I have selected a smaller focus group of 
pupils who I believed would benefit most from them.  
 
Findings  
Overall, 4 out of the 17 learners  agreed that learning diaries or “pink jotters” (which became 
the name they were known as in class) helped them to keep focused and retain information on 
the topic.  
 
Some comments from these learners are as follows: 
 
“I think the pink jotter helped me to keep on task because it reminded me about what I had to 
do.” Pupil A 
“I think the pink jotter helped me keep on task because it helped remind me of the previous 
week and what I had to do or complete.” Pupil B 
“I think the pink jotter has helped me to keep on task because I knew what I had to do and I 
didn’t need to ask what we were doing” Pupil C  
“The learner diary helped me to stay on task as it gave me a goal to accomplish in 50 
minutes.” Pupil D 
 
The pupils who found the learner diaries to be helpful, wrote comments and set goals such as: 
 
“Today we have drawn a coca-cola bottle. We have used our knowledge of ellipses. Next 
week I will work on my use of tone to make the ellipses look more realistic.” Pupil A 
 
“Today I have fixed the shape to make it look more realistic. Next week I will continue to fix 
the way I have drawn it and I will work on the tone.” Pupil C  
 
By looking at the visual evidence (classwork) it is clear to see that there has been a great 
improvement in the pace of their work as they appear to be more aware of the time they have 
to complete tasks and have managed to complete more stages of work than they have before. 
 
However, some learners did not believe that the learner diaries helped them to maintain focus 
and saw them as a task to complete and repeat every week. For example, Pupil E wrote “The 
pink jotter didn’t help me but I do not have a reason why.” And this particular pupil did not 
show a great improvement with knowledge retention or completion of tasks. Therefore, 
another means of assessment may be more suitable. Another learner, Pupil F, commented that 
the learner diaries did not help as he believed he “has a good memory”.  
 
Conclusions   
For some of the pupils, learner diaries helped them to keep track of their tasks and assess 
their progress. However, the rest saw this as a trivial task which had to be rushed into their 
jotter at the end of lessons and did not put a lot of effort into reflecting on their progress. 
Some learners did complete the learner diaries but did not feel they were helpful as they 
already had a good idea of what they were supposed to be doing. It is helpful to note that this 



was also a small scale enquiry and could be carried out with more pupils over a longer period 
of time to gauge a better insight. 
 
Implications for Future Practice 
I believe that learner diaries are an important tool for the learner and the teacher. They have 
been useful for the learner to take ownership of their own learning and set goals for the next 
lesson on their own accord. They can also be useful for the teacher to check the progress of 
the learners and plan future lessons to meet the needs of everyone in the class. These will 
continue to be used in my lessons and I plan on extending their use to my other S2 classes. 
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