
	
	

What happens when we use exit passes in the classroom? 

Marie-Claire Sherlock 

Group 3D 
 
Rationale   
Self-Assessment is an important part of learning and teaching which helps the child to decide 
if they have understood what they were doing and if they have met the Success Criteria. 
Marzano (2011) highlights that the most successful lesson are the ones where students are 
given an activity at the end to reflect on their participation in the lesson and if they feel they 
have understood the learning and achieved the Learning Intention.  Black and Williams 
(2010) highlighted that Self-Assessment plays an important part in Formative Assessment.  
They state that a child must be able to assess their own learning through recognition of the 
targets that are set for a lesson.  The decision to introduce an Exit Pass would allow for this.  
An Exit Pass is a small piece of work that each child completes at the end of a lesson and 
returns to the teacher.  This allows the child to think about they were learning and the aims of 
the lesson and decide if they felt that they had achieved the learning. 
 
Aims  
The aim of this Professional Enquiry was to identify if introducing Exit Passes into the 
classroom had any impact on children’s learning and if they were able to decide if they could 
achieve the Learning Intention or not. 
 
Methodology   
Before beginning of this enquiry, it was important to identify if the children knew what an 
Exit Pass was, if they had used them before and if they ever thought about their learning both 
during and after a lesson.  This meant that the enquiry began with a short questionnaire that 
all children completed (Appendix 1). This questionnaire was then presented to the children at 
the end of the enquiry to identify if any change had been made throughout the enquiry. 
 
This small-scale classroom enquiry was carried out in a Primary Two classroom during 
Maths.  The Learning Intention and Success Criteria were shared with the children at the 
beginning of the lesson and during the plenary, where the teacher asked the children if they 
felt that they had met the Learning Intention and to complete an Exit Pass.  The Exit Pass was 
divided into three section (Appendix 2). The children had to decide how they felt about their 
learning at the beginning of the lesson, during the lesson and at the end of the lesson. Each 
section had four emotions: happy, almost happy, not sure and sad.  The children had to circle 
which emotion they felt best suited their learning for that day. 
 
Throughout the enquiry it was important to continue to observe the children and formatively 
assess their work to find out if the children were assessing their work honestly.  It was also 
important to listen to the children’s responses whilst completing the Exit Pass as this also 



	
	

highlighted the children’s views of their learning and if they thought they were achieving 
their Learning Intention or not. 
 
Findings  
The children completed the questionnaire (Appendix 1) before and after the enquiry.  The 
results are shown in the graph below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This enquiry introduced Exit Passes to the children and they have now all used an Exit Pass 
at the end of several lessons.  The children were encouraged to be as honest as they could 
when completing the questionnaire however most of the children highlighted that they always 
understood what they have learned.  During observation this can be seen to not always be the 
case as some children can require additional support and more time to understand the 
concepts that were being taught.  Again, the children were encouraged to think about their 
learning and any questions they might have, and fifteen children said that when they think 
about lessons they do have questions they would like to ask.  This shows that the children are 
thinking about their learning and this shows a positive to using an exit pass.  The final 
question asked the children if they ever think about their work and how they can make it 
better, the children did respond and say that they do look at the work and think about how it 
can be better. 
 
Throughout the enquiry the children gave a range of responses on their Exit Passes.  As the 
class teacher I was able to use the feedback from the responses and my observations to decide 
if the children were able to move on or not.  If the children were circling mostly happy faces 
this highlighted that the children were confident in their learning, however, if the children 
were still unsure and highlighted this on the Exit Pass, then this meant that we still had some 
work to do to ensure they understood what they were learning.  Whilst the children were 
completing the Exit Pass I would ask children how they felt about their learning or why they 
were circling a particular face.  It became evident that some children were not thinking about 
their learning during this time and instead were thinking about how they were feeling.  One 
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child in the class who had met the Success Criteria for a lesson and achieved the Learning 
Intention was still circling a sad face which meant that the child was not seeing this as a 
method of assessment even when encouraged by the class teacher.  This, therefore, was not a 
true reflection about this child’s learning.  Other children similarly were circling happy faces 
and through teacher observation it was clear that they still needed some support to grasp the 
learning that was taking place. 
 
Conclusions  
During the Professional reading for this enquiry, the benefit of an Exit Pass to both learning 
and teaching became evident.  It was clear that an Exit Pass can have an impact on learning 
as it allows children to both think and ask questions about their learning at the same time as 
giving the teacher an insight into how they feel about their learning.  However, in practice, an 
Exit Pass was a difficult concept for a Primary Two class to really grasp. Most children saw 
the activity as highlighting an emotion and did not always relate it to their learning.  For this 
reason, I believe that Exit Passes did not create a huge impact in a Primary Two classroom, 
but I believe they may be useful with children who are at a later stage. 
 
Implications for Future Practice  
During this Enquiry I found the Exit Pass to have limited success in my classroom. I believe 
that the Exit Pass may be better used to tap into the questions that children would like to ask.  
Exit Passes would give children the opportunity to think about the learning that has taken 
place and think about something they would like to know more about it.  This would take 
away from the children just circling an emotion and instead would mean the children would 
really have to think about their learning and would allow them to think about a response 
rather than it being given.  This again may have limitations in a Primary Two classroom as 
some children still require support to compose sentences. 
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Appendix 1 

Exit Passes Questionnaire 
1. Do you know what an exit pass is? 

 

 
2. Have you ever used an exit pass before? 

 

 

3. Do you always understand what you have 
learned?  
 
 

4. Do you ever have any questions after a 
lesson you would like to ask? 

 

 

5. Do you ever look over your work and think 
about how you can make it better? 
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Appendix 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 


