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Rationale 
 
Assessment is extremely important in teaching and learning in any classroom. Without this it 
would be difficult for teachers to plan next steps and make changes to their daily lessons. 
Allowing children the chance to self-assess is important as it allows the children to reflect on 
their own learning, think about what they already know and what they still need to learn. 
Self-assessment does not only benefit children but also teachers as well. Black and Williams 
(1998) state that in order for teachers to support children adequately, the children have to take 
responsibility for part of their own learning, including highlighting to their teacher how they 
are coping with the work and what they are finding difficult. Exit passes are a short, 
formative assessment used at the end of a lesson. The material addressed is covered within 
the day’s lesson, and endeavours to encourage the children’s engagement throughout the 
class (Lemov, 2010). The children simply have to reflect on the lesson which has just taken 
place and to answer truthfully. The information gathered through the exit passes allows the 
teacher to decide if consolidation is needed or if the children are ready to move on with their 
learning.  
 
Aims 
 
The aim of this practitioner enquiry is to explore and examine how the children react to using 
exit passes in the classroom and if they are a successful tool in self-assessment for children. 
 
Methodology 
 
The enquiry was carried out over a three week period with a Primary 2 class of 27 pupils. The 
focus was on the children self-evaluating how they felt after mathematics lessons and in 
particular, the topic of multiplication. The children were made aware of how to use the exit 
passes and that these should be used as an opportunity to reflect on their learning for that 
lesson. The exit passes (Appendix 1) asked the question – “How do you feel after today’s 
lesson?” and displayed 3 emoji faces with a few words to explain the face. Happy face 
meaning ‘I can do this!’ Straight face meaning ‘I’m getting there’ and the sad face meaning ‘I 
need help!’ Children were asked to tick the face that they felt best conveyed how they coped 
with the learning in the session. After each session, six children were picked – 2 from each 
face – some of whom were in different ability groups. The six children chosen were not the 
same six after every lesson, these children were chosen at random. These children were asked 
to explain why they had circled their chosen number and the responses were noted down to 
evidence feedback further. In conjunction with exit passes, all children were also asked to 
complete a questionnaire at the end of the three week period about how they found exit 
passes.  
 
Findings 
 
The responses to the exit passes reflected how the children felt they understood and 
completed the tasks. They were varied which indicates that the children had taken time to 



think about the lesson and reflect on it before filling out their exit passes honestly. At the end 
of the three week period, the children were asked to complete a two question questionnaire 
(Appendix 2) about how they had found exit passes. Again, responses varied which shows 
that the children completed this honestly and by themselves. After analysing the results (see 
table 1) of the survey it was clear to see that nearly every child enjoyed using exit passes at 
some point as only 2 children answered ‘no’ when asked if they had enjoyed using exit 
passes. However, not all children felt that using exit passes helped them. 7 out of 27 children 
said that they did not think using exit passes helped them in any way. When questioned about 
this, it became clear that the children felt the teacher did not go over the area they were 
struggling with and perhaps went over a different aspect of the lesson which other children 
had found difficult. This was due to the children not using the comment section at the bottom 
of the exit pass at all or correctly. The children often commented phrases such as “I need 
more help” or “I don’t understand” but did not specifically indicate which area or part of the 
lesson they had found difficult or did not understand. This was mainly the case with children 
from lower ability groups. Some of the more able children were able to give an explanation 
when asked about why they had chosen the orange or red face and what they felt they needed 
to work on to increase their confidence in this area. However, while some were able to 
identify what they needed to work on to improve, many found it difficult to identify why they 
had performed well. One thing that was evident when using exit passes over the three week 
period was that the children were always honest about how they had coped. When checking 
the children’s exit pass against that day’s work, 90% of the time it reflected their 
performance (Appendix 3).  
The children were very eager to use the exit passes and always engaged in the process. 
Various pupils offered positive feedback on the exit passes. 
 

-  “I liked using exit passes because when I fill it out the teacher knows if I need lots of 
help, a little bit of help or if I can do it by myself.” 

- “They are quite helpful because the teacher knows what you need help with and what 
you don’t need help with.” 

- “It helped me because if I put a red or orange face the teacher goes over what I 
couldn’t do.” 

- “I liked it when I got to talk about my exit pass with the teacher and she asked me 
how I was feeling about maths.” 

- “I think I am better at maths now because the exit pass tells the teacher what I’m 
stuck with.” 

 
 



 
  
 
Conclusion 
 
From the findings it can be concluded that exit passes are a successful tool for self-
assessment in the classroom. They give children a chance to reflect on the lesson that day and 
think about their own strengths and areas for development. This then allows teachers to adapt 
their planning, as the exit passes indicates any areas that need to be revised or any areas 
which the children have coped well with and therefore can move on from. However, the 
discussions with the children were too simplistic and could be more structured when using 
exit passes in the future. This process did seem to help the children develop their confidence 
and helped them to work on identifying their strengths and areas for development. However, 
this is something which they will still need to work on and continue to develop as exit passes 
are used for longer periods of time. 
 
Implications for future practice 
 
Overall, the finding of this enquiry was that the exit passes were a successful tool in self-
assessment for children. The children were honest in their evaluations of how they coped and 
this was then used this to inform my planning. However, the structure of the discussion after 
the exit pass would perhaps need to change in order to gain better feedback from the children. 
It may be that in future, the exit passes have specific questions on them for the children to 
answer after they have evaluated themselves. This would then provide the children with time 
to think about what did or did not help them during the lesson.  
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