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Rationale 
 The objective of this enquiry was to examine the use of peer assessment in the classroom, in 
particular the technique of 2 stars and a wish. The reason assessment was the area in which 
the group chose to examine, was due to the fact that the area of assessment is such a broad 
area. Assessment is for learning is a key focus of the Curriculum for Excellence (CfE), and it 
is split into 2 sections, formative and summative. In regards to this enquiry, the group looked 
into the area of formative assessment in respect to peer assessment. Peer assessment is when 
learners assess each other’s work and the teacher is the facilitator. Shirley Clarke is known 
for her role in putting forward the techniques that teachers could use in the area of formative 
assessment. She states that learners should be introduced to self, peer and teacher feedback in 
their learning and that formative assessment should tell the learners what they have done well 
and why it is good (Clarke, 2001) “Formative assessment is an integral part of teaching and 
learning. It contributes to learning through providing feedback. It should indicate what is 
good about a piece of work and why this is an effective tool to use within the classroom; it 
should also indicate what is not effective and how the work could be improved. Effective 
formative feedback will affect what the pupil and the teacher do next” (Clarke, 2001 ). The 
work of Carol Dweck has examined the importance of developing a growth mindset in 
learners and this comes from learners being told what they have done well and how and 
changing their mindset in regards to assessment. Dweck argues that we should praise 
achievement and not ability and that peer assessment is hugely beneficial in the classroom 
(Dweck, 2008). Dylan Wiliam also argues that teachers need to provide feedback that will 
push learning forward and that learners will take on  board to further there learning. Wiliam’s 
also believes that peer assessment in the classroom can have a positive effect on learning and 
that learners respond positively to the feedback from their peers as they are trying to impress 
them (Wiliam, 2011). 
 
Aims  
The aim of this study was to examine if learners would respond positively to the feedback 
that their peers would give them through the technique of 2 stars and a wish. There is a range 
of formative assessments techniques that could be used such as traffic light red, amber or 
green. However this enquiry wanted to examine 2 stars and a wish as it was giving learners 2 
positive achievements from their work and one area where the need to improve. Formative 
assessment is used daily in the classroom and learners respond well to verbal and written 
feedback from the teacher and this enquiry wanted to look at how learners would respond 



when their peers assessed their work and if they would in fact take on board the area that they 
had to improve. 
 
 
 
Methodology  
The methodology that was used in this enquiry was a series of lessons that began with the 
class teacher giving a lesson on peer assessment. The class teacher then recapped the 
technique of 2 stars and a wish as the teacher already used this method in there taught 
writing. The learners were then paired up in regards to their Literacy ability group and were 
told to read over their partners work and think of their core targets and if their partner had 
achieved them all. The learners were given a piece of paper with their core targets on them. 
They had to choose two stars, areas that their partner had completed to an acceptable standard 
and draw a star. They then had to choose one wish, an area that their partner had to improve 
and draw a wand. The class teacher then took a sample from each group and photocopied 
their work and employed this for the sample for the study as well as notes from observing the 
learners. 
 
Findings  
After 4 weeks of the study the class teacher gathered in the evidence and examined the notes 
and learners work and found that the majority of the learners did not take on board the 
feedback that their partner had given. This was evident when looking over the progress of the 
sample for each group. Some learners did look back at their partners wish and would not have 
the same wish each week, while other learners had the same wish each week and it is evident 
that they did not take on board the feedback that their peer had given them. 
 
Conclusions  
Therefore, it can be argued that the use of 2 stars and a wish in the classroom has a mixed 
response in regards to peer assessment. As a number of learners did not look back each week 
at what their wish was so they had the same wish week in week out and others did look back 
and the progress was noted in their work. It can be argued that due to the age group of the 
learners that peer assessment is not as beneficial as teacher assessment as they are still trying 
to understand what peer assessment is and what it entails and that could have had an effect on 
the study. To make peer assessment effective in the future it can be argued that the class 
teacher should use it regularly so that the learners are more comfortable using it and can be 
effective contributors to their learning. 
 
Implications for Future Practice  
It can be argued that the use of peer assessment is beneficial in the classroom if it is used 
regularly and effectively. It must also be stated that learners need to be trained on how to peer 
assess before it is used in a context they do not understand and if they are bale to peer assess 
effectively it will be a valid and reliable form of assessment and the learners may respond 
positively towards it. Peer, self and teacher assessment should always be used in the 



classroom as CfE argues that Assessment for Learning is essential in learners moving 
forward in their learning. Therefore, it can be suggested that a range of resources should be 
used so that learners are fully able to use the technique. The resources could be a range of 
role playing activities where the class teacher demonstrates what is expected of the learners. 
A word bank should also be used so that the learners are aware of what is appropriate to write 
and what would give their partner informative feedback. In summary, if these resources are 
used and the learners are familiar with using 2 stars and a wish the technique would be an 
effective tool to use in the classroom. 
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