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Rationale  

Assessment for learning has become a vital aspect of teaching and learning in Scottish 

Education in recent years. Curriculum for Excellence recognises assessment as being 

important in providing feedback on children’s achievements and identifying their next steps 

in learning (Scottish Government, 2011). A component of assessment is peer-assessment 

which involves pupils taking responsibility for assessing other students work. One advantage 

of using peer assessment can be pupils increased engagement within their work as they 

become the assessor which can, in turn, increase their understanding of the success criteria of 

the lesson. A similar benefit within the classroom is an increase in pupils’ confidence as they 

become owners of their own learning by assessing and comparing others work (Race, 2001). 

When choosing an area of focus, as a cross-sector group, we identified a common area of 

interest in peer assessment and decided to use the peer-assessment technique of 2 stars and a 

wish. This technique is a great way of allowing children to examine their own achievement 

and continually improve their work. This enquiry will examine the connections between 

using the peer-assessment technique and the children’s achievement. 

Aims  

The aim of this enquiry is to evaluate the success of using the peer-assessment technique 2 

stars and a wish to improve the achievement and engagement of children in their learning in 

literacy in the primary classroom. 

Methodology 

The research phase of the enquiry was conducted over a period of 5 weeks within a primary 

2/3 classroom. The classroom consisted of 21 pupils of which 6 pupils were chosen to be the 

focus group for the enquiry. The focus group of children were chosen as they were perceived 

as the group that would benefit most from the process. At the start of the enquiry, a 

questionnaire was given out to the children to question their understanding of peer-

assessment, their attitudes on the process and if they think that using the technique of 2 stars 

and a wish might be of benefit to them (Appendix A). These questions were primarily open-

ended questions. During the process of the enquiry, at the start of literacy lessons, the 

learning intentions and success criteria were shared with the children which supplied them 

with goals to work towards. At the end of the lesson, the children swapped jotters and were 

given templates that they recorded their peer’s 2 stars and a wish.  These were then glued into 

their partners jotter (Appendix B). The peer-assessment comments were then formulated from 

the success criteria. This allowed for a comparison of the children’s written work to be made 

from the start of the process throughout to the end of the intervention to assess if the peer 

comments were causing an increase in the children’s achievement. Throughout the process it 

was beneficial to record any ideas, improvements in the children achievement and thoughts in 

a reflective diary. This was key in noticing any changes in the children’s work and any 

changes that were necessary to be made within the enquiry. After the 5 week process, the 

children were given out the questionnaire to question if their views on peer-assessment had 



changed. This provided valuable feedback on the success of the enquiry in raising 

achievement within literacy.  

 

Findings  

After the enquiry, the data I gathered was reviewed and patterns were searched for that were 

relevant to the enquiry. Key themes emerged from the data. 

Children’s Improvement upon achievement  

From the outset of the enquiry the children did not have a lot of recent experience in peer-

assessment. At the start of the enquiry, the children answered in the questionnaire that they 

checked their teacher’s comments sometimes. Through the process of the enquiry, there was 

noticeable improvements in the children’s written work. They began to read their peer 

comments more and possessed greater motivation to act upon the wish comments. By the end 

of the enquiry, the children were producing more detailed sentences using WOW words and 

including feelings that were achieved through using the success criteria. However, some 

children had similar wish comments over the 5 week period which suggests that they were 

not looking at their wish comments and acting upon them. The motivation came from 

observing their peers achievements and from this gaining a sense of motivation to succeed 

and improve their work. Peer assessment involves activating students as instructional 

resources for each other and this is one of Dylan Wiliam’s key formative assessment 

strategies for higher student achievement (itslearning, 2017). 

 

Children’s Improvement upon confidence  

At the start of the enquiry, when asked how confident they felt in commenting on others 

work, the majority of the children placed their confidence on a scale of 1 – 10 as a 3 or 4. 

They did not feel confident in giving feedback that is based on the success criteria. This was 

evident when the children began the process of the enquiry. They required a peer-assessment 

comments template (Appendix C) that provided them with examples of good feedback. This 

greatly helped their confidence. During the enquiry the children were encouraged to assess 

others work using the success criteria however they need more reinforcement of this. At the 

end of the enquiry, the children recorded that they felt an increase in confidence. I noticed 

that the children did not need to rely on the comments template to give positive and 

constructive feedback. They became more confident at referring to the success criteria of the 

lesson to assess their achievement. 



  

Conclusions  

In conclusion, it can be found that the children found the process of using the peer-

assessment technique 2 stars and wish to have a positive effect on their achievement in 

literacy. Throughout the 5 week enquiry, a change in the attitudes of the children has been 

encouraged as they feel more confident to assess their peer’s work. The process has 

motivated the children to be responsible for their own learning as confident individuals, as 

they can recognise their next steps for learning through the use of the technique. The 

evidence from the enquiry suggest that the process can significantly raise the achievement in 

literacy through motivating the children to take on board peer feedback.  

 

Implications for Future Practice 

The study has enabled me to gain a better understanding of the process of peer-assessment 

and the potential benefits within the primary classroom. A particular way that the process has 

impacted on my practice is realising the importance of setting achievable targets for pupils 

that they have identified through peer assessment. In the future, I will continue to embed 

AiFL strategies such as peer and self-assessment in the classroom to strengthen children’s 

understanding of their learning. However, when conducting an enquiry into using the peer-

assessment technique 2 stars and a wish and its effect on achievement, I would conduct the 

study over a much larger timescale. This would allow me to measure the effect that the 

process has on the children’s work and achievement over a longer period of time which 

would in turn supply more informative results. 
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Appendix A: 

Peer Assessment in the classroom 

 

Q1. Do you read your teacher comments in your jotter? 

Always                               Sometimes                            Never  

 

Q2. Do you think these comments help you?      Yes        No  

Why?       

             

Q3. Do you think it would help you if one of your peers commented 

on your work?                      

Yes           No 

Why? 

 

Q4. How confident do you feel commenting on others’ work?  

(1 = not very confident, 10 = very confident) 

1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10 

 

Q4. Do you enjoy peer assessment? 

Yes                 No 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix B: 

 

 
 

 

Appendix C:  

 

 
I really liked… 

 
You did well at… 

 
Next time try to… 

 
Your use of 
adjectives 

 
Correctly spelling 
common words 

 
Use capital letters 

 
The punctuation 

you added 

 
Including feelings 

 
Remember full stops 

 
Your first 
sentence 

 
Using capital 

letters 

 
Read over your work 

Your use of 
paragraphs 

Using different 
openers 

Sound out tricky 
words 

 


