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Rationale 

 
The implementation of Curriculum for Excellence generated a new outlook on assessment. It 
is hoped by The Scottish Government that these changes will allow for breadth and depth 
within learning, impacting on children having better skills and knowledge (Scottish 
Government, 2009). Peer assessment is one form of formative assessment. Education 
Scotland suggests in Building the Curriculum 5 (2011) that children who can peer assess are 
able to build on their own confidence and take more ownership for managing their own 
learning. This year as a probation teacher I have found it challenging to implement effective 
peer assessment strategies therefore I have fully embraced this opportunity to investigate 
ways in which this can be done successfully.  

Specific pupils in my current P5/4 class lack the confidence and ability to show pride in their 
own work or lack in the engagement levels needed to fully complete tasks to the best of their 
ability. From observations, it has become apparent that the children also struggle to give 
helpful comments when peer assessing. Despite strong evidence supporting the use of peer-
assessment, closer inspection of pupil’s comments within jotters has highlighted that 
comments can often be too kind or lack in learning content. It is hoped that the peer 
assessment checklists being used in daily literacy tasks will help to enhance both teaching 
and learning. 

Aims 

The aim of this small scale enquiry was to improve pupil’s ability to give appropriate 
qualitative feedback to their peers in order to increase pupil achievement. In addition, it was 
hoped that pupils will become more aware of their own capabilities and the next steps in their 
learning. 

Methodology 

A peer assessment checklist was created, using the core writing targets that the children 
should be familiar with using during daily literacy tasks. Only a small group of 6 children 
were followed during this small scale study to identify the impact, if any, these checklists 
had. The checklist used was personalised to suit my current class and the phrase and picture 
was used with the intention of capturing their interest resulting in motivating them to 
complete the checklist. Each of the core targets has a box beside them, this is to allow the 
children to identify each core target and while reading their peers work, this is where they 
would identify the criteria that they believed their peer had met or missed. The children were 
encouraged to colour each box either green, yellow or red which allowed them to identify 
their own next steps from their peer’s evaluation of their written work.  

 



Over the course of the first week I observed the children and listened to their verbal peer 
comments whilst completing the checklist. Throughout the first week of the short study, the 
children needed teacher guidance to complete these checklists, incorporating their knowledge 
of another AIFL strategy- traffic lighting. After this week, most children were able to 
independently complete the checklists. 

Findings 

Evidence of children’s work over these short four weeks have been reviewed to determine if 
the individual pupils have benefited in any way from the peer assessment checklists. Findings 
were recorded after every literacy session that the checklists were used in. These findings 
varied from note taking while listening to the pupils explain their reasoning to keeping a 
record of the checklists the children completed whilst reading the writing pieces by their 
peers. 

Over the course of the four weeks, the six children whose progress I was monitoring had 
improved. Some slight improvements and others much more significantly. It seems that the 
use of the checklists for peer assessment had motivated these individuals to read, check and 
edit their own work as they went along. This meant that they were allowing themselves more 
time to self-correct their work so that they could be proud of the work that they were handing 
to their peer to be marked.  

The bar chart below provides evidence that this small group of children had been given the 
colour red for at least four out of five of the core writing targets in week one of the study. As 
the weeks progressed, the children became more aware of what was expected of them. Their 
motivation levels had significantly improved when faced with a daily writing task and they 
were able to engage in successful dialogue with their peers based on their next steps. As a 
result of the peer assessment checklists, by the end of the study in week four, all of the 
children made fewer errors in their daily literacy tasks.  
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Observations 

Throughout the short four week period, I observed that the children supported and 
encouraged their peers through their positive language being used in their next steps 
comments. The quality of the comments also progressed across the four weeks.  It was 
evident that some children still required some teacher support to complete the checklist, 
however it seems that this was because the children were trying to be too kind to their peers.  

Some of the next steps comments from the children included:  

• Keep up your neat handwriting. 
• Try to use your spelling strategies to help you to spell tricky words. 
• Practise joining your handwriting.  
• Remember to use capital letters. 
• Try to finish your task on time. 
• Copy your learning intention from the board.  

 

Conclusions 

With some support and guidance the children are able to provide meaningful, specific 
feedback to their peers. To conclude, it can be revealed that the students comfort and 
confidence has increased when issuing peer feedback and explaining their reasoning for their 
comments. Also, following from this study it is evident that children have taken their next 
steps much more seriously. The children are urged to read the comments in their jotters and 
to use these comments as their personal targets for the next lesson. As suggested by Gardner 
(2012), children enjoy learning from each other and enjoy peer assessing, therefore this is 
something that practitioners should take on board and use to their advantage throughout 
lesson planning.  

Overall there was a clear progression on the use of the checklists and their effectiveness to 
improving the use of core targets in literacy tasks. Quantitive analysis has revealed that some 
of the children from the study did benefit from this form of peer assessment. A major part of 
this was due to the fact that these children were working to improve on certain aspects of 
their daily literacy expectations.  

 

Implications for Practice 

As a result of the success observed throughout this study, I will continue to implement a 
range of peer assessment methods as well as using this checklist for some literacy tasks. The 
checklist may be seen as time consuming however, it was effective with specific pupils, who 
would benefit from using this frequently to enhance their understanding of core writing 
targets, resulting in improving the quality of their writing. Teachers should continue to 
encourage pupils to share their learning with their peers in order to learn from each other in a 
safe, welcoming environment which scaffolds and shapes their learning and development.  
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Appendix: 

Daily Writing  
Peer Assessment 
Did this piece of writing 
blow you away? 
 
Explain why using traffic lights: 
 

Green = Yes 
Yellow = More practise is needed. 

Red = No 
 
Has your peer… 
 
Used capital letters correctly?  

Used full stops in the correct places?  

Spelt common words correctly?  

Spelt tricky words correctly?  

Written clearly with neat handwriting?  

Next steps:  
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by:                              Date: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


