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Rationale: 
 
The values that underpin the Curriculum for excellence is that all areas of children’s learning 
must be assessed. Assessment must be inclusive, fair and stimulating for the learner (Scottish 
Government 2011). It must include people from all the community and not have bias. 
Assessment must be meaningful to the learner and give opportunity for advancement. 
Formative assessment is assessment gathered from day to day practise and performance in the 
classroom. One of the many ways we can assess learning is through the use of show me 
boards. Show me boards involve all children writing an answer on personal whiteboards and 
displaying it for the teacher to immediately assess and provide feedback. In effect it requires 
all children’s engagement and participation and allows intervention in real-time when a pupil 
displays misunderstanding or difficulties.  
 
Aim 
 
The aim of this enquiry was to find out what happened when “show-me” boards were 
implemented in the classroom. 
 
Methodology 
 
Show me boards were implemented in the classroom over a period of 4 weeks, during a daily 
numeracy lesson using Big Maths. A power point was used with questions and activities for 
the children to perform on their show me boards to display once they completed each task. 
Children were also given points for good participation and listening skills. Children at the end 
of this period were invited to give verbal feedback on their experience of enjoyment, learning 
satisfaction and feedback received from teacher during these sessions. Teachers experience 
was also recorded to inform this enquiry. 
 
Findings 
 
From the perspective of the teacher delivering the lesson the implementation of show me 
boards was predominantly beneficial. It provided immediate information on how children 
were learning and whether they understood the teaching in real-time. It allowed teaching to 
be adapted immediately to ensure inclusion and higher rates of comprehension among pupils. 
It also allowed the teacher to adapt teaching and direct it specifically to struggling pupils 
having difficulties. It allowed immediate positive feedback be given to those who merited it. 
It has also reduced workload in that it did not require lengthy periods of correcting and 
written feedback ,which can be harder for pupils to put into context of when they performed 
the activity or exercise. Another advantage of using the show me boards was that it was a 
very quick and effective way of monitoring progress in a lesson. A few short questions at the 
start of the lesson were presented to assess children’s level of knowledge of a concept and 
again at the end of the lesson. This provided an abundance of information on the level of 
understanding of the class as a whole, what individual pupils required more teaching or 
intervention, if the level of teaching was pitched too high, low or if it was sufficiently 
challenging. Show me boards are a good tool to help assess which children are having 
difficulties and require some extra support and which are making good progress.(Scottish 
Government 2012). 



 
Another very important benefit observed from the use of show me boards was the 
enhancement of inclusion. In the class one pupil is select mute and one has ASD. Previously 
the pupil with select mutism experienced exclusion from activities such as the Big Maths 
presentations. Show me boards allowed this pupil to participate at the same level and in the 
exact same way as her peers. In consideration of the pupil with ASN, previously it was 
difficult to assess whether he was engaging with learning or participating as he at times 
refused to communicate, look or give any physical communication cues.With the use of show 
me boards it allowed for better insight into the pupil’s learning. Despite not wishing to 
communicate he could participate from his own desk and give an indication and valuable 
assessment data that reflected how his learning was progressing (The Asia Society 2012). 
 
The most significant observation was how show me boards improved the level of engagement 
and participation. It must be noted that all times every pupil participated in lessons. The 
distractions that frequently occured without show me boards are far more prevalent than after 
they were introduced. The occasional distraction that took place was the tendency for 
children to doodle and draw pictures but this was tacked by instructing children to replace the 
lid on their pen between each question and answer session. 
 
Some setbacks are notable but are minor and do not override the benefits of using show me 
boards. One set back was the technical difficulty of providing everyone with a whiteboard 
pen that worked as they tended to run out very quickly which will have cost implications. 
Children also sometimes became distracted with the temptation to use their show me board to 
doodle pictures thus being distracted from the lesson and in turn causing the pen to run out. 
Some children were over enthusiastic in their displaying their answers and blocked other 
pupils’ view and/or created an injury hazard to those in their immediate surrounding. 
 
The data gathered from the children’s verbal feedback was most frequently positive. 
Children’s comments include statements such as “It doesn’t matter if you just write what you 
think because you can just rub it out if its wrong.” This sentiment was expressed by more 
than one pupil, inferring that they had more confidence while working with show me boards 
than in jotters or other written more permanent work as it could be easily corrected and didn’t 
require as much commitment as recording answers or work elsewhere. 
 
The children also expressed that they became faster and better at writing work quickly as they 
felt they were in competition with their peers to write answers and present them before them. 
 
On further questioning the children discussed how the show me boards activity made them 
faster at writing and quicker at calculating sums with the motivation to compete with class 
mates in order to finish first. 
 
One pupil also detailed that it allowed him more time to think about the questions being 
asked as people are not shouting out or putting their hands up as much when they are using 
the show me boards. The teacher waits for all children to display their show me boards before 
discussing the answers. He explained that he felt more satisfied with the lesson as he was able 
to present an answer every time a question was asked and that he had more time to work out 
his answers. 
 
When questioned on the children’s enjoyment of the use of show me boards all pupils gave 
thumbs up to express that they did enjoy it without exception. 



 
Conclusion 
 
In conclusion the evidence suggests an overall positive effect on participation, engagement 
and enjoyment in the numeracy lesson. Positive effects were experienced by the teacher and 
pupils alike. The evidence suggests that learning is significantly improved with the 
implementation of show me boards and learning can be thought of as being more active in 
nature rather than passive. Children can find it a challenge to concentrate and retain 
information that is non-holistically, verbally or visually communicated (Drew & Mackie 
2011). The use of show me boards has made participation and cognitive development explicit 
from the point of the teacher. It has had the positive effect of creating a social and 
competitive learning environment which has given children the motivation to make rapid 
improvements in their numeracy and mental calculation. It can be argued that this assessment 
tool can help reduce the attainment gap as it makes it apparent which children are requiring 
support and at what level and when. It allows educators insight into the real-time 
comprehension and performance of pupils. Before the implementation of show me boards 
children could be day dreaming or not mentally engaged with the teaching in front of them. 
Unless the children were actively expressing their lack of engagement by causing disruptions, 
they could potentially be present in a numeracy lesson without having actively listened to it. 
 
Implications for practice 
 
Due to the findings from this enquiry I shall incorporates show me boards into my practice.  
In this enquiry, show me boards have proved to have been a good tool for formative 
assessment, feedback and for providing an enjoyable and inclusive learning experience. I am 
also interested in implementing show me boards in other areas of the curriculum in particular 
religious and moral education and health and wellbeing. It has also proved to have been a 
useful classroom management tool as it tackles the tendency of enthusiastic children to shout 
out answers taking away from fellow learners’ experience. I have already started to use the 
show me boards first thing in the morning in mindfulness exercises while taking the register. 
I find that this engages the learners in a positive activity to start their day and reduces noise 
levels and distractions. I can also assess the children’s emotional wellbeing on the basis of 
how they engage in these exercises as the show me board acts as a window into the mind. 
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