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Rationale  
 
Assessment for Learning is an integral part of teaching and learning and in particular, 
formative assessment within a classroom setting focuses on teachers making professional 
judgements on the progress of individual learners (Learning and Skills Development Agency, 
2005). This can be done consciously or subconsciously and as a result, over the years many 
methods of formative assessment have evolved and become embedded into teaching and 
learning in order to meet the needs of all learners.  

In particular, it has been argued that one of the most effective, as well as utilised methods of 
formative assessment adopted within the classroom setting to support pupils and their 
learning, is the use of questioning (Black, Harrison, Lee, Marshall and Wiliam, 2004). 
According to research, questioning is the key to good teacher assessment as it helps learners 
develop higher order thinking skills. It has been identified that questioning is an effective 
assessment tool as it allows children ‘thinking time’ to help encourage learners to process 
thoughts and come up with a response (Arthur, Grainger and Wray, 2006). Therefore, it is 
believed by many that effective questioning improves pupil participation as it motivates and 
encourages learners (Mclean, 2010).  

A particular resource used by many educators to support the use of questioning in the 
classroom on a day-to-day basis is the use of “show-me” boards. They allow learning to 
become visible so that pupil performance can be observed and evaluated at any given time. 
They also improve pupil engagement and understanding as they help teachers to determine if 
a learner has fully understood a concept or if any additional support is required. They are 
believed to be a quick, simple and an informative means of assessing pupils understanding 
which is why they will be the focus of this research study.  

Aims 
 
This enquiry aims to investigate the effective use of “show-me” boards and how these can be 
used within a classroom setting to support teaching and learning.  
 
Methodology  
 
To gather pupil’s views on “show-me” boards and identify any advantages as well as 
disadvantages of using them within a classroom setting this enquiry was conducted over a 



period of four weeks with a class of 25 Primary Two pupils. As the children were already 
familiar with using “show-me” boards demonstrations were not required and each learner had 
access to their own board which they stored in their tray. In order to conduct the enquiry the 
learners used their “show-me” boards individually throughout a variety of Numeracy lessons. 
Prior to conducting the research it was identified within my practitioner enquiry group that 
pupil questionnaires, teacher observations and interviews with the learners would best suit 
this enquiry. Therefore, these three research methods were utilised to gather data. However, 
as each of us teach various different stages of learners we developed our own questionnaires 
(Appendix A) and structured our own classroom observations and interviews appropriate to 
the stage of learners involved. As I teach Primary Two learners simple questionnaires were 
developed to gather views on “show-me” boards. I used a traffic light colour coded system 
with facial expressions as the learners are already familiar with this strategy. Moreover, 
classroom observations effectively allowed me to compare and evaluate pupil engagement 
and participation with and without the use of “show-me” boards throughout a series of 
lessons. The interviews conducted with a variety of the children allowed me to effectively 
gather their views on “show-me” boards.  
 
Findings  
 
Overall, the research gathered from this enquiry presented generally positive findings. 
Through classroom observations, it was apparent that pupil participation increased whilst 
using “show-me” boards. This supports Mclean’s claim about an increase in pupil 
participation (Mclean, 2010) as almost all learners provided an answer to a question on their 
board in comparison to a lesson without the use of “show-me” boards (see chart below).  
 

 
 
 
However, it was initially evident that some learners, particularly those who often lack 
confidence in answering out during class discussions, did not enjoy using their “show-me” 
boards. They held back when their peers displayed answers and would glance over at other 
“show-me” boards in order to copy answers. Evidently, they were hesitant at putting down an 
answer in case it was wrong and I observed these learners becoming disengaged during the 
lessons. Yet, it was clear that throughout this research process confidence gradually 
increased. Through providing appropriate support the learners became more familiar with this 
task and started to become more comfortable using the “show-me” boards. 
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Furthermore, the responses collated from questionnaires accurately reflected the findings 
from the classroom observations. They indicated that the majority of the pupils enjoyed using 
“show-me” boards within the classroom. Very few learners displayed that they did not 
particularly like using “show-me” boards as they coloured in amber (5 pupils) and red sad 
faces (1 pupil) to express their views. The questionnaire also asked the learners if they liked 
displaying their answer on a “show-me” board to gather thoughts and accurately measure 
participation as well as confidence (see chart below). A high percentage (80%) of the class 
did enjoy showing their answer whilst some indicated that they weren’t sure (12%). Very few 
(8%) showed that they did not like showing their answer which suggests these were the 
learners who were observed lacking confidence and not participating whilst this assessment 
tool was being utilised.  
 

 
 

 
In order to compare the “show-me” boards with curricular jotters the questionnaires asked the 
learners to circle which learning tool they preferred using and (if able) to give a reason why 
(see chart below).  

 
 
This was a particularly interesting finding as the results were equally close. Furthermore, 
when conducting interviews with the learners this question was able to be further explored. 
Some learners were asked why they had a preference for using jotters over “show-me” boards 
and they gave reasons for their answer. The data gathered from the interviews mirrored the 
questionnaires findings as the learners made comments such as “I don’t like rubbing my 
answer out” and “When you use your jotter you get to keep the answer there”. Interestingly, a 
learner explained “I prefer using jotters because you get more time to write down the answer 
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because you need to think of an answer fast when using the “show-me” boards”. This is a 
view that could therefore challenge Arthur, Grainger and Wray’s aforementioned opinion of 
questioning always allowing children appropriate ‘thinking time’ to process thoughts to come 
up with answers (Arthur, Grainger and Wray, 2006). However, when alternative learners 
were asked why they had a preference for using “show-me” boards many expressed that they 
liked using “show-me” boards as it was “quicker”, “more fun” and that it was “easier to fix 
answers”.   
 
Finally, within the questionnaire the learners were asked to determine if they felt “show-me” 
boards helped them to learn and all learners responded by colouring in a green happy face 
indicating that they did.   
 
Conclusions  
 
After conducting this enquiry it has become clear that “show-me” boards can be used  
as an assessment tool to formatively assess and measure pupil progress within a classroom 
setting. They can be used as an effective approach to assessing pupil understanding as they 
encourage participation when using questioning as an assessment strategy. They allow pupil 
performance to be immediately observed and help determine if there are any gaps in learning 
which may require further support.  
 
In particular, my findings from this small-scale research study indicated that when “show-
me” boards were embedded into learning, the level of pupil participation during classroom 
discussions increased. Towards the end of this research study it was apparent that the more 
often pupils used their boards to display their answers the more comfortable they became at 
sharing and discussing views on learning. An increase in confidence was observed after 
frequently using the boards as all pupils were observed actively participating by sharing their 
answers on the “show-me” boards. Furthermore, from gathering pupil’s views on “show-me” 
boards it is clear that almost all learners enjoyed using these as a learning tool and believed 
that “show-me” boards help them to learn. However, gathering data around this concept 
proved to be limited as learners found it difficult to explain why they believed “show-me” 
boards helped them to learn.  
 
Implications for Future Practice 
 
This research study has been informative as the benefits of using “show-me” boards have 
been clearly identified. It i clear that using “show-me” boards have a positive effect on 
teaching and learning as well as pupil engagement. They allow pupil performance to be 
observed and they have proved to be a quick means of assessing pupil understanding. 
Therefore, using “show-me” boards within my practice in order to assess as well as support 
the learners within my classroom should be continued. I will use “show-me” boards to 
encourage pupil participation during class discussions by continuing to help learners build 
confidence when using these as a learning tool. I feel it would beneficial to further research 
how “show-me” boards can be effectively used in other curricular areas and not just during 



Numeracy lessons. As a result, this would allow me to achieve pupil engagement across the 
curriculum, improving my future practice.  
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Appendix A    

“Show Me” Board Questionnaire 

 

Do you like using “show me” boards? 

 

Do “show me” boards help you to learn? 

 

Do you like showing your answer? 

 

Which do you prefer answering questions on? (Please circle) 

                        

 

 

 

Do you work harder when using “show me” boards? 

	

Show	me	

board	


