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Rationale  
Assesment is imperative throughout the curriculum to inform teachers of childrens 
knowledge, understanding and progress. Formative assessment is a vital tool embedded into 
daily teaching practices. Quality assessment is a major focus within education and in 
particular North Lanarkshire Council as assessment and moderation has evolved throughout 
the council. Formative assessment can be conducted using a variety of methods to assess 
pupils understanding, progress and any if any additional support is required to develop the 
childs understanding (Blatchford et al, 2006). It will also highlight the children that have 
graseped the concept and require further challenge.  
 
Show-me boards is one method widely used throughout primary and secondary schools to 
assess childrens understanding. The use of effective questioning and show-me boards are a 
quick way for children to display answers and practitioners to check for comprehension. 
Black & Wiliam (2006) states that show-me boards allow for teachers to scaffold effective 
questioning and develop childrens thinking to allow a specific aspect of learning to be 
evaluated. Show-me boards ensures that all children within the class participate and make an 
effort to answer. It allows for real time feedback to be given and next steps to be identified. 
The teacher decides the wait time before children feedback the answer therefor wait time can 
be increased. This will allow time constraint pressure to be reduced in turn improving the 
quality of the answers and pupil confidence (Bennett, 2011). As this was a frequent tool used 
within the group throughout primary and secondary schools it was decided that show-me 
boards would be the focus of this research.  
 
Aims  
The aim of this enquiry was to investigate the use show-me boards have in my classroom.  
 
Methodology  
The enquiry was conducted over a four week period with a class of 21 Primary 1 pupils. 
Show-boards were used in maths and literacy lessons at varying times to assess prior 
knowledge and to evaluate learning from a lesson. Each child in the class completed a 
questionnaire that had 5 questions on it to determine pupils personal thoughts and opinions on 
show-me boards. The children had to choose one face out of three to describe how they felt 
about the specific question. Some pupils were interviewed when completeing their 
questionnaire to allow children to expand on their answers and develop a better 
understanding of the opinions. This allowed for a more indepth insight into pupils thinking 



and reasoning. Pupils were also observed when using the show-me boards to assess pupil 
engagement and confidence.  
 
Findings (Times New Roman, 12, Bold, Italic) 
The data gathered from this enquiry concluded (see table 1) that nearly all of the children in 
the class like using the show-me boards (19/21 children). This is a positive response that is 
further demonstrated by a childs response when interviewed stating that ‘I like using my 
show me boards because it doesn’t feel as if your doing work’. Another child added that ‘It is 
so much fun’. This conveys that children enjoy using show me boards as part of their learning 
journey. It is interactive and allows children to become motivated and take part (Dweck, 
2012).  
 
Children were asked if show-me boards help them to learn. This question had a mixed 
response with 11 children colouring the happy face, 8 colouring the unsure face and 2 
colouring the sad face. Pupils may not associate they are learning as they see show-me boards 
as being fun. One child when interviewed stated ‘you can practice on your show-me boards 
lots of times and if you get it wrong you can rub it out quickly’. This demonstrates that 
children may enjoy being able to practice multiple times and the ease of being able to erase 
any work and develop this (William, 2009).  
 
Children were then asked if they like showing their answer. Again the response to this was 
mixed with 11 children colouring the happy face, 6 children coloured the unsure face and 4 
coloured the sad face. When explored further through interviews a child stated that ‘I don’t 
like to put it up incase I’ve got it wrong’. This shows that some children may not feel 
confident to display their answer to the whole class. It may cause them to disengage and 
affect their confidence. Although the majority of the class (11) liked displaying their answer 
and through observations it was clear they enjoyed some competition between their peers.  
 
Children were asked if they preferred answering questions in their jotters or on their show-me 
boards. 13 children preferred using their show-me boards, 7 children preferred using their 
jotter and 1 child liked using both. Through observations and reflecting on the questionnaire 
findings it was clear that children that were more confident displaying their answers and 
preferred using the show-me boards. Some children that were not confident displaying their 
answers preffered using their jotters. A child when interviewed stated that ‘I like writing in 
my jotter better because I like doing hard work’. This suggests that children may not feel as 
though they are undertaking hard work when using their show-me boards or may find the 
show-me boards are not challenging. Another child stated that ‘When you make mistakes you 
can rub it out quickly’. This suggests that children may feel empowered to review work and 
make any ammendments without feeling under pressure.  
 
Finally, children were asked if they worked harder when using show-me boards. 12 children 
felt that they did work harder and when asked why they thought this children explained that 
they were focused on task and enjoyed working as a class and not independently. 3 were 
unsure if they made him work harder and 6 did not think they worked harder. It was clear 



from the observations and interviews that some children preferred to work interactively in a 
group and were encouraged to work on task. There was a group of children that preferred to 
work independently in their jotter and felt they were more challenged undertaking the jotter 
tasks.  
 
Conclusions  
It is clear from the data collected that show-me boards are a positive formative assessment 
tool that increases pupils engagement. Although it is important to acknowledge that some 
pupils may not feel confident displaying their answer. They may have a fear of making an 
error or having a different answer to their peers. Therefor it is vital that practitioners use a 
wide range of formative assessment methods in order to ensure teaching and learning is 
inclusive. The evidence displayed that pupils enjoyed using the show-me boards as it was 
active and many felt that they were not undertaking work when using them thus optimising 
participation. Show-me boards allows the teacher to structure and adapt questioning to 
provide challenge and depth of assessment and learning. It creates a positive ethos within the 
classroom allowing children to have a try and experiment as children can edit and erase 
easily.  
 
Implications for Future Practice  
This enquiry has demonstrated that show-me boards are an effective formative assessment 
tool that can be used in a wide range of curricular areas. The use of show-me boards will 
continue to be used in the classroom and more focus will be put on higher order thinking and 
questioning skills to ensure quality assessment. It is important to consider the children that do 
not feel confident using the show-me boards therefor time will be used for children to work in 
groups, trios and pairs. This will allow children to build more confidence working in smaller 
groups. This in turn will empower childrens engagement and participation and support 
childrens learning and development. Finally it may be beneficial to explore and develop a 
have a go attitude and develop children’s mindset around making mistakes. Ensuring that 
children feel more comfortable with the idea of making mistakes and learning from these to 
develop in their learning journey.  
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