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Rationale  
Assessment is a critical part of the learning process. Assessment provides evidence of a 
child’s learning and development using this information to adapt your teaching and future 
planning for children in their learning journey. Curriculum for excellence has recognised 
Assessment is For Learning (AiFL) as a vital aspect to learning and highlights teacher’s roles 
and responsibility to ensure learners are involved and informed in the assessment process 
(Scottish Government, 2011). Self-assessment gives ownership to a child’s learning and 
development, where children have responsibility of their own learning. CFE’s principles for 
curriculum design are there to assist teachers’ in their practice. Almuntasheri (2016) 
emphasises the importance of using assessment in the classroom and that practitioners should 
allow for opportunities for children to reflect upon their learning and identify developmental 
areas. Children must be provided with feedback at regular intervals to enable the highest 
attainment and achievement for all. Therefore, the use of exit passes as part of self-
assessment will be the focus of the research. This enquiry will investigate how making 
success criteria more visible impact a child’s learning.  
 
Aims  
The aim of this enquiry is to explore what happens when the success criteria is made more 
visible to learners within the lesson through the use of incorporating regular check-ins.   
 
Methodology   
This research is based on a Primary 5 class of 29 primary school pupils of mixed ability. In 
order to ensure continuity, the check-in slip exit pass was issued once per week over a four 
week block during taught writing sessions.  The exit slips were issued at the beginning of a 
lesson. At the start of the lesson the learning intention and success criteria were both present 
in written format on the board. As a class the children and teacher verbally discussed both 
learning intention and predetermined success criteria. It was explained at the start of the 
research time period how to use the new check-in slips.  The children were quick to 
understand how to use this.  The check-in slip (Appendix A) provided two opportunities to 
self-assess. This allowed children to reflect on how well they were achieving their learning 
intention based on the success criteria (once in the middle and once at the end of the lesson).  
 
Findings  
Questionnaire Results 
When examining the data from the questionnaire it was evident that this investigation did not 
have a positive outcome. After analysing the data it is apparent that the self-check in this 
classroom environment was not successful in supporting the 27 children’s learning. Shown in 
figure one it can be identified that only a few children found that the self-check was helpful 



to focus on the task. This investigation was only carried out over a four week period and 
therefore, only implemented four times during taught writing lessons.  In question two, the 
results presented that more children found self-check-in helpful, however, comparing with 
the other results, this particular type of self-check in slip was not effective. This suggests a 
different types of self-check in slip may be beneficial depending on a child’s preference.  
 
 
Figure 1 

 
 
Observations 
Over the four week period it was evident children benefited from discussion of success 
criteria throughout the lesson. Although, the questionnaire did not present this through the 
children’s opinion.  After discussing with several targeted children an understanding of 
learning was presented through discussion, reflection on success criteria and the child’s final 
piece of work. With the check-in exit pass used (Appendix A), the children felt comfortable 
using the pass, as this simple, clear slip could be carried out throughout the lesson. Several 
children could not explain through written format why they chose the thumb and the way 
they felt about their learning. However, through verbal feedback children were able to 
express their thoughts and feelings about their learning.  
 
 
Conclusions  
 
The aim of this study was to explore what happens when the success criteria is made more 
visible to learners within the lesson through the use of incorporating regular check-ins. 
Overall,  based on the observation and discussion children verbally recognised and identified 
certain parts of the success criteria that they had not achieved yet. However, through written 
self-check in exit passes were not as successful with the majority of the children. As the 
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teacher, looking at the exit passes throughout the lesson allowed for support to be given when 
required. By the end of each lesson made it was more clear who was achieving the success 
criteria and who still required support. Pollard (2008) emphasises that a reflective teacher can 
reflect upon a child’s learning and development considering it when planning, teaching and 
using assessment. This also stresses the importance of using AiFL strategies in the classroom 
to reflect and prepare the next steps for children in their learning.  When the check-in exit 
passes were introduced many of the children did not understand how to self-reflect upon their 
own learning in an effective manner. Over time the class worked on using effective self-
assessment comments to help them reflect upon their own learning. With regards to the 
questionnaire results, it was clear that over this four week investigation children’s attitude 
towards self-check in exit passes had a positive impact for the majority of the children. It can 
be identified that although only a small number of the children liked and found the exit passes 
helpful, most of the children did not find the success criteria being displayed visually in a 
lesson effective. This suggests further investigation is required to find an effective way to 
impact these particular children’s engagement with their learning intention and success 
criteria to help support future understanding of self-development. It is clear that the use of 
regular check-ins on pupil attainment of predetermined success criteria was effective. This 
enquiry recognised that more time and opportunities to develop self-reflection is required to 
allow children to fully engage in meaningful self-assessment.  
 
 
Implications for Future Practice  
Through this investigation, it has become clear how important it is to use self-assessment 
within a lesson as an assessment strategy. This particular AiFL strategy was implemented to 
encourage children to check-in on their learning before reflecting again at the end of their 
learning. Although, this strategy of using exit passes may be beneficial to some children, due 
to timing of lessons, these exit slips were not always the most effective and quickest method 
of assessing in this particular class environment. Pollard (2014) highlights that “engaging in 
classroom enquiry and reflective activities are to be used as learning experiences which are 
undertaken from time to time in a ‘mindful’ and purposive way. Such experiences should 
lead to conclusions which can be applied in more routine circumstances.” Therefore, I will 
continue to use self-check in exit passes. I will continue to work with pupils to develop their 
skills in learning how to self-assess effectively and efficiently. In time, this may help children 
independently understand their own development and recognise their own success and 
achievement. 
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