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Rationale Assessment is for Learning (AifL) is an essential tool within the classroom to 
ensure effective planning dependent on each child’s needs and strengths. Aifl allows the 
teacher to determine their own next steps with regards to curriculum delivery as well as being 
able to work in collaboration with the pupil to determine a planned focus going forward that 
allows them to maximise their learning.  Traditionally focus was centred on forms of 
summative assessment, this began to change in the late 1990s when methods of formative 
assessment were found to be useful in raising standards of achievement (Black and Wiliam, 
1998).  The ability to be a reflective practitioner is promoted and is a huge focus of Initial 
Teacher Education.  Teachers from the beginning of their careers are primed to hone their 
skills of assessment and responsive teaching that is suitable and challenging for their learners.   
The methods of formative assessment are numerous and children are actively encouraged to 
be involved in this. Peer and self-assessment are common place in primary schools and seek 
to engage children in their own learning and next steps.  Methods such as traffic lighting 
completed work, Fist of Five assessment of understanding and plenaries all are tools to gauge 
the successes and development areas within pupil learning.   
There are pitfalls associated with all areas of formative assessment and the aim of the class 
teacher is to gain an honest and accurate insight into pupils learning.  Children have to see the 
relevance in what they are being asked to do and be interested enough to engage with 
feedback in a truly reflective way.  The use of exit passes allows children to reflect on their 
learning immediately afterwards and asked to identify their own strengths and weaknesses as 
well as demonstrate knowledge and understanding through targeted questioning.  This allows 
pupil voice in the truest sense. If the teacher uses exit passes effectively and refers back to 
points made in them then hopefully engagement should increase as learners feel motivated 
because they are being listened to and learning is personalised in some way to them as an 
individual.  Hattie (2009) suggests that pupils are involved in the planning of their learning.  
Exit passes allow each child to do so by aiding the teacher in their next steps.  It was decided 
to conduct an enquiry into the use of exit passes to provide data on whether or not they are a 
useful tool for teacher and pupils.  The reasons for this were twofold i) they are currently a 
popular tool and ii) it is not a method I currently employ in the classroom. 
 
Aims To examine whether the use of exit passes within the classroom is an effective method 
of formative assessment.  Do children find exit passes a useful method of self-assessment and 
how effective are they at informing next steps and therefore teacher planning in the short 
term? 
 



	

 
Methodology Three types of exit pass were used in IDL lessons and Numeracy for a primary 
seven class. Exit passes were issued to the whole class in selected lessons and handed to the 
class teacher on exit or end of lesson.  This took place over a 4 week period in late January 
and February. Children were not informed they would be receiving them until the end of the 
lesson. The IDL topic this term is World War Two.  The full class were involved in this 
enquiry, one pupil was absent throughout so the sample size was 27 pupils. 
Exit pass type 1 – Pupils to identify two pieces of knowledge that they learned within the 
lesson and one thing they would like to know more about. 
Exit pass type 2 – Pupils provided with a blank piece of paper and asked to recount as many 
points as possible that they learned within the lesson within a timeframe of 1 minute. 
Exit pass type 3 – Use 3-2-1 Summary.  An exit pass that asks pupils to write three things 
they learned from the lesson, two things they found interesting and want to learn more about 
and one question they still have about the lesson. 
At the end of the enquiry all children were issued with a questionnaire that asked their 
opinions on the use of exit passes within the classroom.  Children were asked the following 
questions: 

I)  Did you enjoy using exit passes to assess your learning? 
II) What type of exit pass was your favourite to use? 
III) Do you think using exit passes helped you in any way?  Provide comments to 

support your answer. 
 
Findings The different types of exit pass varied in their success as a tool to use for formative 
assessment.   
Type One 
The type of exit pass that was marginally most popular was type 1 with 10 respondents 
choosing this as their favourite.  This was a useful method to providing focused feedback 
from the class on a particular lesson or topic.  The section that allowed children to specify 
something they wished to find out more about informed teacher planning very well.  I made a 
point of clarifying the questions in a whole class feedback session either on the same day or 
next available lesson.  Engagement in these sessions appeared to be high and learning 
purposeful.  90% of children took the opportunity to ask for further information or 
clarification about the lesson on their slips. 
Type Two 
Type two was selected by 7 pupils as their favourite.  From a teacher’s perspective this was 
the most unsuccessful method used during this enquiry.  Some children did not provide 
enough information to inform a true understanding of learning. Approximately 10 members 
of the class simply wrote words down that they had heard during the lesson.  For example 
after a lesson on evacuation I received a slip that said ‘War, Condensed Milk and Miss 
Young’. These had all appeared in a short video clip the class had watched about evacuation. 
These words may show that their recall of the content is good but their actual understanding 
of the content is undeterminable.  This may have been due to the lack of written clarification 



	

on expectations on the slip and the use of a time limit for completion. No children used this 
pass to seek further information. 
 
Type Three 
This exit pass was selected as the favourite slip by eight pupils.  As a teacher I found this a 
useful format was very specific in its aims.  98% of children used this pass to ask a question 
about the lesson or for something to be clarified. 
 
Three children were absent and one did not answer the questions. The children generally 
enjoyed using the exit passes to support learning with 16 pupils answering positively to  
question 2 in comparison to 8 negative responses.  A small majority believed that exit passes 
helped in learning with 15 pupils thinking that it did help and 11 saying that it didn’t.   
Comments provided on the questionnaire included positive and negative feedback: 
‘It’s just repeating the lesson again.’ 
‘I realised what parts I had understood more.’ 
‘It was good when we did the feedback part after giving in the passes. It was fun.’ 
‘Waste of time.’ 
 
 
 
Conclusions   
This small scale enquiry suggested that exit passes can be useful as a means of formative 
assessment within the classroom.  The type of exit pass used is important as some are more 
specific than others.  This enquiry found that asking specific questions was more useful and 
enabled the teacher to identify next steps for each child in a targeted way.  Asking for specific 
information avoided the children using the exit pass simply as a recall exercise in which they 
regurgitated words they heard in the lesson without context. 
The class have only recently been introduced to the use of exit passes so more time may be 
needed to allow the concept to be embedded as part of the routine in the classroom.  The class 
teacher needs to respond to the comments in the exit passes as this increases their worth and 
reinforces to pupils that they are being listened to and that the exit passes are actually read 
and used for a particular purpose.  This is essential to do or the whole exercise is without 
merit for anyone. 
I found that exit passes were more useful for me as the class teacher in informing my next 
steps than they were as a tool of self-assessment for the pupil. The passes that prompted the 
children to ask for further information about a part of the lesson allowed me to distinguish 
patterns on what the children wanted further clarification on from a lesson.  There would 
need to be further research into whether exit passes resulted in this form of formative 
assessment being a successful tool in allowing pupils to inform their own next steps in 
learning.   
 
Implications for Future Practice I found the use of exit passes useful as a tool to formatively 
assess learning for each child.  I was able to use it to inform planning of next lesson and 
beyond.  I will continue to use these in the classroom.  The enquiry suggested that passes that 



	

had specific and clear instructions/questions were the most useful so these are the type that I 
would use for most success.  Not used within this enquiry were exit passes that are 
differentiated in any way. This is a next step for me to use as this should provide even more 
specific insight into a child’s learning.   
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Appendix 1 
 
 
Exit Pass One 
 
Name____________________ 
 
Please write down two things you learned in this lesson. 
1. 
 
2. 
 
 
Please write one thing you would like more information on or did not understand. 
1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 2. 
 
Exit Pass Three 
 
Name_____________________ 
 
Please write down 3 things you learned from this lesson. 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
Please write down 2 things you found interesting and would like more information 
about. 
 
1. 
2. 
 
Please write down 1 question you have about the lesson. 
 
1. 
 
 



	

Appendix Three 
 

Name__________________________ 

 

We have been using three types of exit passes in class recently. 

Type One – 2 things you have learned and 1 question you have. 

Type Two – A blank piece of paper to write as many facts as you can remember. 

Type Three – 3-2-1 summary.  3 things you learned.  2 things you found interesting and want 
to learn more about. 1 question you have about the lesson. 

Please read the following questions and select the answer that applies to you. 

I) Did you enjoy using exit passes to assess your learning?    YES  /   NO 
 
 

II) What type of exit pass was your favourite to use?  
 

 
III) Do you think using exit passes helped you in any way?   YES   /   NO 

Provide comments to support your answer. 
 
 

 


