
																																																																																																																																								 	

	

What happens when exit passes are used in the classroom? 
 
Maria Capanni 
 
Rationale 
Assessment plays a vital part in learning, teaching and the curriculum (Curriculum and 
Assessment Board, 2019). It is fundamental to ensuring pupil progress as it allows teachers 
and pupils to measure learning. According to the Scottish Government, assessment helps 
promote engagement by allowing them to reflect on their learning, as well as providing them 
with the opportunity to set goals and next steps, which is one of the main principles of 
assessment (Scottish Government, 2011). 
 
The main role of assessment is to support learning and this is best achieved through a 
combination of both formative and summative assessment (Curriculum and Assessment 
Board, 2019).  Black and William (1998) highlight the significance of formative assessment 
and identify both peer and self-assessment as methods of this. They state that self-assessment 
is inextricably linked to formative assessment. Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) 
acknowledges this stating that “children and young people can develop their confidence 
through thinking about and reflecting on their own learning. They should have regular time to 
talk about their work and to identify and reflect on the evidence of their progress and their 
next steps” (p19).  
 
Recently, I have embedded self-assessment within my primary-five classroom. Providing this 
opportunity for my pupils to reflect on and assess their own learning seems to be extremely 
advantageous as it is enabling them to take ownership of their learning and become more 
independent learners. The strategy I have used to allow my pupils to self-assess is through the 
use of Exit Slips. According to Marzano (2012), exit slips are one of the easiest ways to 
gather information about the children’s understanding.   
 
Aim 
The aim of this practitioner enquiry was to explore the impact of exit slips in children 
identifying their next steps in taught writing.  
 
Methodology 
The research section of this enquiry was carried out over a four-week period within a primary 
five classroom of twenty pupils. The focus was on the pupils identifying their next steps in 
their taught writing pieces. At the start of each taught writing lesson, the learning intention 
and success criteria were shared with all pupils, as well as the writing core and genre targets 
in order to provide the pupils with a focus for their self-assessment at the end of the lesson. 
Before the pupils were given the opportunity to reflect on their learning, I introduced the exit 
slips to the class. I modelled how to use the exit slips by allowing the pupils to look at my 
example piece of writing and collectively, we completed the exit slip.  The slips had four 
emojis that represented different views and the children circled the emoji that best 



																																																																																																																																								 	

	

represented how they felt they performed during the lesson. They then had a box where they 
wrote two next steps – this could have been in terms of a core target or a genre-specific 
target. At the end of each session, six children were picked – two from each ability group – 
and were asked to explain why they had circled their chosen emoji and how they identified 
their next steps. These six children were also involved in interviews where they were asked 
their views and opinions on exit slips.  
 
 
Findings  
Through analysis of the evidence gathered, it is clear that the pupils found the exit slips a fun 
and simple way of identifying their next steps in their taught writing. Each week, they liked 
bringing out their previous week’s slip and using that as a focus. The responses on the exit 
slips for next steps were very much varied, for example, some pupils chose to focus on the 
genre specific targets to improve next time, and others chose to focus on a core target like 
ensuring the use of full stops and capital letters. This variety of response proves that the 
pupils took time to reflect on their learning and set reasonable next steps and when checking 
the children’s evaluation against their piece of work, most evaluations reflected their 
performance. The qualitative data gathered from the interviews showed, on the whole, 
positive views about the exit slips and their benefits. Various pupils offered feedback on the 
exit slips: 
 

• “Exit slips helped me know what I need to practise on”.  
• “I liked the exit slips because they allowed me time to think about what I need to work 

on and how well you’ve done in your writing”.  
• “The emoji part of the exit slips was good because it’s sometimes easier for everyone 

to explain with the emojis instead of letting us just write”.  
• “The exit slips help build my confidence because when I was doing well I could circle 

the grinning emoji and my teacher would know I felt good about my writing” 
• “I wouldn’t change anything about the exit slips. I liked them and they were fun”.  

 
 
Conclusions 
From the evidence gathered throughout this research, it can be concluded that exit slips are an 
effective way to allow pupils to evaluate and reflect on their learning and where they feel 
they want to progress on to in their learning. It is evident that by identifying their next steps, 
pupils can ensure they are making progress in their writing and that they are working towards 
creating a piece of writing that is to the best of their ability. With that said, although the 
majority of my pupils were able to complete the exit slips independently, I believe it would 
have been more effective to differentiate how the pupils identified their next steps to ensure 
all of my pupils needs were being met.  
 
 
 



																																																																																																																																								 	

	

Implications for Future Practice 
It is evident that the use of exit slips informs planning for teachers as it can provide an 
indication of different areas pupils need more work on and therefore ensure progression. 
Although this enquiry found exit slips to be beneficial and successful, there would need to be 
changes made to ensure they were effective and inclusive to all. This could be achieved 
through having a checklist of the success criteria on the exit slips but represented in pictorial 
form and the pupils could tick which they would like to choose as their next steps.  
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