
																																																																																																																																																	 	

	

 

 

What happens when pupils are given effective feedback from a peer supporter?  

Ashley Storrier  

Rationale 

Assessment is for Learning (AiFL) and specifically peer assessment is said to have a positive 
impact on the learning of pupils and encourage a sense of responsibility within their own 
learning (Bartlett, 2015) (Scottish Executive, 2005). Children that receive regular, high 
quality feedback are encouraged and confident to take responsibility over their own learning, 
making teaching and learning highly effective (Black and William, 1998). The Scottish 
Government are keen for more opportunities to be introduced to allow children to participate 
in self and peer assessment (Scottish Executive, 2006).  

It has been made clear to me that peer assessment is difficult for children to understand and 
implement effectively. I noticed a particular difficulty in my class relating to the types of 
comments children use when giving peer assessment. I put this down to them not fully 
understanding what the next steps should be. Effective feedback should be clear, concise, and 
focus on next steps according to Education Scotland (2019). This practitioner enquiry is 
giving both the children and I the opportunity to explore effective peer feedback in the hopes 
to improve teaching and learning in my classroom. I hope this research will motivate learners 
to take responsibility of their own learning and be able to identify next steps for their peer 
supporter.  

Aim 

The aim of this enquiry was to investigate if the implementation of peer supporters to 
improve the quality of peer assessment; will, in turn, enhance the quality of pupils’ work in 
literacy tasks.  

Methodology 

Research was carried out with 18 Primary 5 children, all working within second level to 
explore the effects of peer assessment on literacy tasks. I asked pupils to choose a peer 
supporter within their literacy group. Having a peer supporter ensured continuity for the 
children as each week, they were being assessed by the same child, whom they had chosen.  

Peer Assessment Checklists 

Peer assessment checklists (see appendix 1) were introduced in 2 literacy groups over a four-
week period. Each reading group was given a specific set of goals for their reading tasks 
which was discussed with children beforehand and displayed on their task sheets. Children 
peer assessed the work within their own literacy groups. Children were aware of the 
expectations I had regarding the completion of the checklists. When the children completed 
the checklist, they used this to construct feedback in their peer assessment booklets. All 
children were encouraged to reflect on the feedback they had been given, to ultimately 
improve the quality of their work.  



																																																																																																																																																	 	

	

Peer Assessment Booklets 

The peer assessment booklets required children to write a short comment on; things their 
partner did well, how they could improve their work, and a target to make it even better next 
time. Before completing the peer assessment booklets for the first time, I detailed what is 
required for each section of the booklet and the types of comments that could go into each. 
Learning intentions and success criteria are always differentiated during literacy lessons to 
meet the needs of all learners.  

Effective Feedback Lesson 

Beforehand, I decided to deliver a lesson on what effective feedback is. This lesson required 
children to look at different statements that could be written as feedback. Some of the 
statements on the worksheet were statements they had written as before in jotters. Pupils had 
to sort the statements into two different columns; effective feedback and unhelpful feedback 
(see appendix 2).  We discussed the answers as a class and gave reasons as to why some of 
the statements were either effective or unhelpful. We created a poster together which was 
then displayed on the literacy wall for future lessons.  

Exit Polls 

Children completed an exit poll before the effective feedback lesson was delivered and 
afterwards. I created an exit poll on the promethean panel that the children had to complete. 
The poll asked; “how do you feel about your ability to peer assess?” (see appendix 3). The 
children are familiar with exit polls, so this was common practice for them. Pupils had to 
choose red, amber or green to indicate how confident they are at giving feedback. The 
children had the choice to choose their answer on the promethean or on my private computer, 
depending on how confident they were to complete it in front of the class. Children were 
encouraged to be completely honest when completing the exit poll.  

Findings 

Effective Feedback Lesson Results 

I marked the worksheets the pupils completed during this lesson and noticed a divide within 
the class. The worksheets suggested that some children are aware of what effective feedback 
looks like, however, others are not as confident. Through observation and discussion, I 
noticed children debating with one another regarding the specific statements on the page. As 
a class, the children placed most of the statements in the correct columns and asked questions 
regarding the reasons why each statement was in each column. During the discussion, it was 
apparent that children were not always confident in what they were looking for when 
assessing their partners work. They advised me that this lesson was particularly helpful in 
giving some ideas on what comments are useful to enhance their partners work.  

Exit Poll Results 

All children completed the exit poll and stated that they had been honest in their selection. 
The results from the exit poll advised that the children felt only 50% of the children felt fully 
confident in their ability to peer assess before the effective feedback lesson was delivered. 
After the effective feedback lesson, over 75% of children felt confident in their ability to peer 
assess.  



																																																																																																																																																	 	

	

 

Peer Assessment Checklists and Booklets 

I can see a huge difference in the types of comments children are writing to their peer 
supporter. At the beginning of this research children would write comments such as: 

“To improve your work, you need to do nothing, it was perfect” 

“The things you did well were adjectives” 

“To make this even better you could make your handwriting nicer” 

These comments did not relate to the learning taking place during the specific lessons and, 
therefore, were unhelpful to the development of their peer's work. As the children developed 
their knowledge of giving peer feedback, the comments have stated: 

“Next time, try to add more detail to your work” 

“Write in full sentences when answering inference questions” 

“You identified the characters Emily had met” 

“Read your book at home to make sure you understand what is happening” 

These comments relate to the type of work being completed and identify next steps the 
children can take for further literacy tasks.  

Children positively expressed that the peer assessment checklists were beneficial for 
identifying possible next steps for their peer supporter. They also liked that, when they 
received the checklist back from their supporter, it was easy to identify areas they had to 
work on themselves by looking at the ticks and crosses. The implementation of these 
resources has clearly benefitted the children’s ability to give feedback to their partner.  

Through observation, I can see the difference in the quality of the work being produced by 
the children as they have a manageable goal to work from each week.  

Conclusions  

The process of providing and receiving feedback from a peer supporter has been exciting and 
beneficial for the pupils. The feedback given was positive and most children used the 
comments to make effective changes to their work. The evidence would, therefore, highlight 
that all children were not aware of what effective feedback looked like before the lesson but 
afterwards, some children were fully aware of what was expected. Due to this, the feedback 
children were giving and receiving was of a high quality and this, in turn, allowed the 
children to improve the overall quality of the work they produced. Having said that, there are 
still some children who are not fully aware of what is expected from peer feedback and, 
therefore, will need further reinforcement and practice to implement effective peer 
assessment outcomes. 

 

 

 



																																																																																																																																																	 	

	

Implications for Future Practice 

The use of the peer assessment checklist and booklets has clearly had a positive impact on the 
learners in my class. I feel that with further reinforcement over a longer period time will 
improve the pupils overall learning. I will continue to use these methods in my class more 
regularly and adapt them to suit other areas of the curriculum, such as numeracy. I will 
further develop my knowledge on Assessment is for Learning strategies to create more 
opportunities for children to participate in this type of learning. I feel this will further support 
children in my class who experience learning barriers. 
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Appendices  

Appendix 1 

Peer Assessment Checklist  

Is the work completed?  
Has your partner used all core 
targets? 

 

Has your partner used the 
reading strategy correctly? 

 

 

Appendix 2 

Effective Feedback Unhelpful Feedback 
You have met the learning intention. 
 
Next time you should use capital 
letters and full stops. 
 
You have shown good use of 
punctuation. 
 
Good effort, next time you should 
read over your work to make sure you 
have met the success criteria. 
 
Try to add more detail to your 
answers. 
 
Check your spelling and grammar next 
time. 
	
Answer in full sentences. 

Good handwriting. 
 
Well done! 
 
You don’t need to improve anything, 
it’s perfect! 
 
Peer assessed by… 
 
Not good enough. 

 

 

 



																																																																																																																																																	 	

	

 

Appendix 3 

	

Before effective feedback lesson. 

	

After effective feedback lesson 


