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Rationale  
 
Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning process, both in a classroom 
setting and in online distance learning (Ogange B.O. 2018). The study showed that students 
who engaged with the formative assessment online scored higher in their summative 
assessment compared to those who did not engage online. I chose to keep the exit passes the 
same after each lesson as Wang (2010) found that those who engaged in reflection and 
revision consistently had any misconceptions corrected quickly and gained prompt feedback.  
Using formative assessment to close the attainment gap was discussed by Black and Wiliam 
(1998) and broken down into two sections. The first section acknowledges the gap between 
their current progress in learning and the desired goal. Information is required about the 'gap' 
to determine what the next point of action would be. Information can be pupil self-assessing 
their own knowledge or skill, or it can be teacher led through observation. The second stage 
was discussed as being the action taken in order to close the gap to attain the desired goal. 
This provided a starting point to my enquiry where I could use self-assessment for pupils to 
reflect on the success criteria of a lesson during remote learning and obtain feedback.    
Alonzo (2018) emphasised the importance of involving both pupils and teachers in the 
process of formative assessment. For formative assessment to be effective, pupils must take 
on board the feedback provided by teachers and act on it. Engaging in self-assessment allows 
pupils to play an active role in the feedback they receive and also in acknowledging their next 
steps in learning. Similarly, teachers can use the evidence gathered during a lesson that may 
alter the formative assessment technique used. I added to my initial and final questionnaires 
to determine how pupils felt about the use of exit passes and their impact on teaching and 
learning.    
 
Aims  
 
The aim of this professional enquiry was to determine if online exit passes had a positive 
effect on pupil attainment. The exit passes focussed on self-reflection and pupil feedback 
providing next steps in learning and included a summary to check for misconceptions.  
 



 

Methodology  
 
The enquiry was carried out over a four week period with an S1 science class during remote 
learning. The class started a new topic on energy sources and sustainability, which is why I 
chose this class for my enquiry. Data was collected using the following: 
 

• Initial questionnaire 
• Exit passes 
• Kahoot quiz 
• Final questionnaire 

 
The first exit pass issued included an initial questionnaire (Appendix 1). The questionnaire 
asked pupils if they thought exit passes were useful and if they thought it was important that 
their teacher knew how confident they felt after a lesson. Exit passes were given at the end of 
each lesson and pupils were asked; to summarise what they had just learned, state how 
confident they felt and add a comment if there was a part of the lesson they required more 
help with (Appendix 2+3). Pupils completed a Kahoot quiz during a live lesson, this meant 
that the answers were reviewed immediately and discussed. Finally, pupils were given 
another questionnaire to determine whether or not their opinion changed following the 
enquiry and to add any further feedback they deemed applicable.  
 
Findings   
 
Using data gathered from the initial questionnaire I found that less than 50% engaged in any 
form of self-reflection or thought back on a lesson. The data also showed that only 31% of 
pupils in the class thought that exit passes were useful.  
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Pupils engaged with exit passes after lessons which all asked the same set of questions for 
consistency. For the first question, pupils were asked to summarise the lesson in less than 3 
sentences. I used this information to check for any misconceptions and key parts that pupils 
had picked up on from the lesson. I found that some pupils submitted detailed responses 
compared to other answers which were broad, an example of which was "we learned about 
energy sources".  
The second question in the exit pass was for the pupils to select from strongly agree to 
strongly disagree, how confident they felt after the lesson using the success criteria. The 
question was then linked to asking pupils which part(s) of the lesson they needed more help 
with. I found this feedback beneficial, especially during remote learning as you are unable to 
see pupil expression or body language to determine if they are confused, which is often used 
as a first cue to provide a different explanation. The feedback received was varied, with some 
pupils in the class submitting that they would like further information (which was scheduled 
in future lessons). As a result, I sourced video content and tasks such as extension activities 
for those pupils who were keen to deepen their knowledge. There were also some pupils who 
were struggling with the information, I was then able to direct them to the lessons they had 
missed when offline. 
 
During a live lesson the class participated in a Kahoot quiz, this was also assigned for pupils 
who were not online for the lesson. All pupils who participated achieved a minimum of 50% 
in the quiz. As the quiz was live we discussed each of the questions before we moved on. 
In the final questionnaire, I repeated the initial questionnaire questions and asked if pupils felt 
more confident during the quiz after using exit passes. More than 60% selected strongly agree 
/ agree with the remaining pupils selecting neutral. When comparing the results from "I find 
exit passes useful" I found that no pupils selected disagree or strongly disagree in comparison 
to the 23% who selected those options following the initial questionnaire.    
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Conclusions  
 
In conclusion, pupils noted that the use of exit passes increased their confidence during the 
quiz. By using exit passes, pupils benefitted by reflecting on their learning in relation to the 
success criteria and also to provide feedback to the teacher. While carrying out the enquiry I 
noticed there was an increase in engagement in online learning and the quality of work 
submitted improved. The use of exit passes during remote learning was useful for me to add 
to lesson content to aid understanding and improve attainment through self evaluation. 
 
Implications for Future Practice  
 
I will continue to use exit passes to allow for pupils to engage in self-reflection and to also 
submit feedback on areas they may be struggling with. As I was able to use some of the 
feedback to enhance lessons, I plan to introduce this in other classes. In future I would break 
the exit passes down to fit better with a whole topic and include specific questions relating to 
the success criteria. I will also share this good practice with colleagues for them to possibly 
implement.  
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Example exit pass questionnaire  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 2 – Example exit pass for use in lesson 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 3 – Example of completed lesson exit pass 

 

 

 

 

 

 


