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Rationale 

COVID-19 has had an impact on the way children are learning. Learning and teaching is now 
being provided remotely through digital platforms. However, this does not change how 
important feedback and Assessment are in helping children to identify their own strengths 
and weaknesses. Feedback, whether remotely or in the classroom, is still important in order to 
support pupils in achieving their goals. 

 

Building the Curriculum 5 states that assessment is an “integral part of learning and teaching 
and supports pupils within their learning helping them to recognise their achievements and 
identify next steps in learning”. (Scottish Government, 2011).  The purpose of Assessment is 
for Learning (AifL) is to provide meaningful feedback and to help all learners progress 
forward in their development.  It encourages pupils to become more active in their learning. 

 

Scotland has been seen to be moving more towards formative assessment since the 
introduction of a Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) in 2010.  Formative assessment is a wide 
range of methods used on a day-to-day basis by both the teacher and the pupil in order to 
develop and evaluate individual learning needs. Black and William (2001) believe that 
“formative assessment is at the heart of teaching” and they argue that this method of 
assessment supports all learners. The purpose of formative assessment is to collect 
information that can be used to improve lessons impacting on the students learning while it is 
happening.  Formative assessments are seen to help raise pupils’ achievement levels by 
guiding teachers in the decisions they are making and adapting their practice as it is required. 
Formative assessment can increase better attainment levels if performed properly.  Self-
Assessment is a strategy aimed to motivate pupils in their own learning and identifying areas 
of development.  The strategy chosen to focus on through the enquiry was Two stars and a 
Wish where the child will provide two comments of what they see is good within their work 
and one comment of an area that they can improve on. 

 

Aim 

Shirley Clarke believes for formative assessment to take place it is important for teachers to 
have children’s learning as their priority and set out clear learning intentions. This provides 
clear aims for the child and encourages children to be more motivated. The aim of the 
enquiry was to see how using two stars and a wish would help to motivate pupils and their 
ability to identify areas for development within their own learning. 

 

Methodology 

The data was collected before and after the enquiry through: 



1. Questionnaire.  See appendix 1 
2. Children’s comments using 2 stars and a wish. 
3. Pupils work. 

Questionnaires were provided to allow the children to express how they felt regarding self-
assessing their own work. Once the enquiry was complete, the same questionnaire was issued 
at the end to find out if there was a change after children had the responsibility for self-
assessing their own work.   

 

The enquiry focused on self-assessment within daily writing activities; the feedback that 
children were to provide was using two stars and a wish.  This was carried out over a four-
week period within a Primary 3 class two weeks of which were remote teaching and two 
weeks back in class.  A group of six children were identified as a key focus.  The six children 
were from mixed ability groups, 2 from the top group, 2 from the middle group and 2 from 
the supported group.  It was recorded within our group that children across the variety of 
different stages were unable to independently assess their work and recognise their next steps 
in connection with the success criteria.  A decision was made to focus on literacy as our 
curricular area.  Once a week the children were asked to self-assess their own work using 2 
stars and a wish. 

 

Findings 

The results from the questionnaires given to the children before and after the enquiry were 
compared. The results had shown children were more confident in using 2 stars and a wish to 
self-assess their own work.  On week one the assessment strategy had been introduced as it 
would in normal practice, by displaying the success criteria at the beginning of the lesson. 
Expectations were clearly displayed for each of the success criteria given examples of good 
feedback, which allowed them to understand what they should be including and the language 
that they should be using. However, the first two weeks of children self-assessing their work 
was done remotely it was clear the children were not following the information provided as in 
week 1 and 2, the following examples of feedback were provided, see appendix 2-      

Ø My work is neat. 
Ø I have used adjectives. 
Ø That my handwriting is a lot tidier. 
Ø I have used capital letters. 
Ø I tried to make my news a bit longer than usual. 
Ø I would have written more information on what the book is about. 

This showed a lack of understanding in what the children were assessing themselves against 
and as a result they were provided with further information and examples. 

 

The strategy was introduced again in weeks 3 and 4 when the children were back in the 
classroom again by displaying the success criteria at the beginning of the lesson. Children 
were asked to self-assess their own work based on the success criteria for the given tasks.  
Results from these findings showed the children were more secure in what they were 
assessing themselves against, their feedback was more specific.  The following examples 
were provided, see appendix 3 -  



Ø I remembered capital letters. 
Ø I remembered full stops. 
Ø I will try to remember connectives. 

Whilst the results suggest confidence within the group has improved through examining 
written comments in jotters, it became clear that although some of the children were relating 
their comments back to the success criteria, others were writing comments such as, ‘I wish I 
worked faster’ or ‘my handwriting could be neater’.  In addition, two out of the six children 
had shown no progress in their work.   

 

Conclusion 

From the findings of the enquiry it was evident that by introducing the strategy within class it 
would have had more of a positive impact to the children in using the assessment strategy 
correctly.  This was made clear through the improvement of children’s comments within 
weeks 3 and 4 however it would still benefit the children to provide teacher modelling of the 
strategy.   

 

Implication for future practice 

As a result of the enquiry I intend to introduce two stars and a wish to the whole class 
through modelling meaningful comments and discussing the impact this will have on children 
and their own learning.  This will allow me to use the findings to adapt my own planning to 
suit the needs of the learners.  Overall children will become more responsible for their own 
learning.   
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Appendix 1 

 

Questionnaire on Self Assessment 
1.How confident are you on a scale of 1-10 at commenting on your own work? 
1-not confident, 10-very confident. 
 

 
 

2.Have you ever had feedback using 2 stars ⭐"#⭐"# and a wish �? 
 
 

 

3.How confident do you think you would be on a scale of 1 - 10 in using 2 
stars ⭐"# ⭐"# and a wish � to comment on your own work? 1-not confident, 
10-very confident. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 star - I have used some describing 
words. 

1 star - I showed a variety of things 
that I did.   

Wish - that my handwriting is a lot 
tidier. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 3 

 

 


