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Rationale 

Pupils are continuously encouraged to be involved within their own learning, there is a push 
to include active learning within the classroom setting and this allows for pupils to actively 
be assessed. To promote learning and engagement of pupils, formative assessment is a 
suitable framework to implement into lessons (Lipnevich et al., 2013). There is a range of 
strategies which can be used to formatively assess pupils both in class and during online 
learning. Group and peer discussions, quizzes and exit passes are some examples of 
formative assessment strategies which can be used (Laveault and Allal, 2016). 

This framework is used to determine the level learners are working at and their understanding 
of the current lessons at hand. Formatively assessing pupils can also allow an indication in 
what needs to be done and how it can be achieved to help pupils progress with their learning 
(Ramaprasad, 1983). Guiding pupils through their learning is the responsibility of the teacher 
by providing feedback, as well as support and the responsibility of the pupil to assess their 
own learning and understanding. The most powerful motivation for learning, comes from 
within (McLean, 2003). 

By continuously formatively assessing pupils, learning can be improved as pupils 
understanding of lessons and context is improved. Teachers can assist with shaping the mind-
set of pupils, helping to shape self-motivation (McLean, 2003). 

Due to this, the enquiry will focus on the use of Forms on Microsoft Teams as a useful tool to 
determine pupil understanding of lessons, using it as an exit pass strategy, allowing pupils to 
reflect on their lessons.   

Aims 

The aim of this enquiry was to investigate the effects of using Microsoft Forms as a tool for 
formative assessment on pupils’ learning during online lessons. The forms were used as an 
exit pass, allowing pupils to self-assess their learning and consolidate what had been covered. 

Methodology 

This enquiry was conducted with a varying ability S1 Geography class of 22 pupils (12 male, 
10 female, 6 with additional support needs), over a 5 week period, where a total of 5 Forms 
assessments were given to pupils. The data collection methods used were the Forms quizzes 
created by myself, analysing the results from the Forms quizzes and evaluating my findings 
on pupil understanding.  

Initially, I had used Forms quizzes occasionally during online learning to ensure pupils had 
previous knowledge of using the forms and a basic understanding on how to complete. 

At the end of the weekly lessons, pupils were given a Forms quiz to complete via Teams as 
their plenary task. The quiz covered the lessons from that week and pupils had to use what 



                                                                                                                                           

 

they had learned to answer the questions. They could use their notes if necessary to help then 
answer the questions set.  

After each weekly Form quiz, I analysed the answers and any concerns I had with regards to 
aspects of the lessons, several pupils seemed to be unsure on, were used as Starter tasks the 
next lesson, recapping information I was seeing pupils were not understanding. This ensured 
any pupil concerns or concerns of my own, were dealt with in a timely manner, while the 
lesson was still fresh in the pupils minds. It also supported any upcoming lessons which 
would link back to previous learning. 

At the end of the enquiry, a group call via Teams took place. This allowed me to gauge pupil 
understanding verbally and similar questions which were asked in the Forms were used 
during this discussion. I could compare verbal answers with answers giving via the forms to 
see if any similarities or differences arose.  

Findings 

The evidence gathered with the initial Form showed pupil understanding of the topic at hand 
was more limited than I had expected. I surmised that this could be due to pupils not fully 
understanding the Forms as they had only been used a number of times before now. Figure 1 
shows only 10 pupils received 50% or above on the first form, 8 received 35% or above and 4 
pupils did not complete the Form.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through analysing the answers, I was able to recognise pupil difficulties and understand 
where I had went wrong with my initial form I set for the class. I allowed time next lesson, to 
discuss with pupils the forms and how to correctly use them. Pupils now felt more confident 
with using the forms and I expected all pupils to complete the second week’s form, 
consolidating their learning. Figure 2 shows, by week 3, the third form was completed much 
better. All pupils answered the form and results had improved greatly since the initial form 
used on week 1. As can be seen on figure 2, 12 pupils achieved 70% or above, 8 achieved 
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50% or above and 2 achieved 35% or above. A huge inprovement in comparison to the 
results from the first form when some pupils did not complete.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of the enquiry, pupils’ worries over using Forms had disappeared. They were 
much more confident at showcasing their understanding of the learning and were now 
confidently answering questions about what they had learned. As can be seen on figure 3, 18 
pupils achieved 70% or above with the remaining 4 pupils achieving 50% or above, a great 
improvement by all over the 5 week period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using the forms, supported my own understanding of pupil learning and allowed for me to 
gauge pupils’ levels even when not face to face in the classroom. After discussing with 
pupils, using the Forms and how they feel they benefitted, many said they enjoyed “testing 
their knowledge” and checking if they understood what had been covered. Many said they 
felt they had “achieved a goal” when doing well on the Forms and looked forward to 
completing their weekly check-in during Geography lessons.  

Conclusions 

By the end of the enquiry, results showed that using forms to formatively assess pupils was a 
suitable strategy during online learning. Through findings and feedback from pupils within 
the class, they all benefitted, as well as myself from using the forms to gauge understanding 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

70% or above 50% or above 35% or above

Form 3
N

o.
 o

f s
tu

de
nt

s 

% of correct questions answered 

0

5

10

15

20

70% or above 50% or above

Form 3

% of correct questions answered 

N
o.

 o
f s

tu
de

nt
s 

Form 5 

Form 3 

Figure 2 

Figure 3 



                                                                                                                                           

 

and showcase what has been learned. Using the forms highlights that pupils were able to 
reuse knowledge learned from lessons and highlight their understanding, showing meaningful 
learning taking place during online lessons.  

Implications for Future Practice 

Overall, the findings suggest that using Forms on Microsoft Teams to formatively assess 
pupils worked successfully and enhanced pupil learning during online lessons, but care must 
be taken when discussing the use of Forms with pupils to ensure full understanding of how to 
use it and the purpose of the exercise. Also, pupils could be more involved in the creation of 
Forms and highlight specific subject areas which they would like to be tested on.  

Using the Forms, they pupils shared what they enjoyed but very few shared comments on 
how it could be improved. Next time, asking for pupil opinion on the use of Forms could be 
considered to ensure the best work is being provided by the class teacher and all pupils.  

Finally, although substantial findings were made when completing this Practitioner Enquiry, 
5 weeks was not long enough to fully complete my observation. Next time, I would have a 
longer period of using Forms with more classes so I could have a broader understanding of 
how effective Forms is as a way to formatively assess pupils during online learning.  
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